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LIFE ON MARS 
Interview with Dr. Jeff Zweerink 

 

Making headlines all over the world recently, NASA believes they have discovered signs of water on the 

planet Mars. Does this prove there is or there was once life on Mars? Does this prove the existence of extra-

terrestrial life on other planets in the universe? If so, what implications does this have to Biblical teachings and 

our faith in Christ? 

The New Discovery On Mars 

We have been looking for evidence of water on Mars. There are some kind of tantalizing signs that Mars 

has had water in its past and there are some good strong evidence for that. However, there’s this open question 

of, “Is there water on Mars today or does liquid water ever show up on Mars today?” There were features on 

the planet which appear to be long dark streaks that are running downhill. Imagine you had a hill with a lot of 

dirt on it; you dumped some water on it which made some dark streaks down the hill. They saw things that were 

reminiscent of that on Mars and they thought that maybe this was caused by liquid water.  

However, the problem is that it’s not the only way to get those things. They needed to find some other 

evidence that would say that this is water so they specifically looked for some salt that would have been 

dissolved in the water and then precipitated out of the water that evaporated. They found those salts! This is a 

very strong evidence that in these regions there are those dark streaks called linea. These are caused by water 

that comes from somewhere—which is a little bit of an unknown question—which dissolved this salt and then 

precipitated the salt out. We now see these dark features called linea.  

The Source of and Volume of The Water 

Depending on which one you’re looking at, this water maybe coming from different ways. Some of them 

are in the mid latitude of Mars so it would be very unlikely that there were ice or anything underneath that 

might heat up and melt. It may also be that there’s water in the Martian atmosphere and these salts just absorb 

the water out of the air. A property of a certain material could dissolve water out of the air and actually liquefy 

itself. Another possibility is that there may be subterranean ices in another region that are melting as the 

temperature gets warmer. It’s really unknown where this water might be coming from.  

We do know other places like where Phoenix lander landed. It dug a hole in the ground and found what 

it looked to be water ice field. So, there’s water around on Mars but it’s unclear where exactly it’s coming from. 

The significant thing is that it looks like there’s actually liquid water or minute amount of liquid water around 

these regions today. 

The headlines are amusing. The Atlantic says, “NASA announces that water is flowing on Mars” which 

gives us idea of streams running down the hill, lakes, and even ocean. In contrast, this amount of water is 

something that is not even detected because it’s so little that when it gets to the surface it would almost 

instantaneously evaporate. This is just some underground reminisce or evidence of water that was very briefly 
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there. What we see is what’s left after it evaporates which is like a stain on your pants. You’re not detecting the 

liquid but the junk that was in the liquid after it has evaporated. 

How Does Temperature Affect the Sustainability of Water? 

Its temperature is very low with the highest getting just barely over the freezing point of water which is 

around few degrees Celsius above zero. Typically, it’s far below this. There is also so little atmosphere there that 

even if there were little liquid water it would almost instantaneously evaporate. So, to find liquid water on Mars 

today would be very remarkable because its conditions are very hostile for liquid water.  

Why It’s Exciting News For The Scientific Community 

It is exciting because we’re actually finding evidence of liquid water there today. It is like an unknown 

question of ‘How does the environment of Mars look today?’ The rovers we put out there, the landers that have 

dug in, and the satellites that are orbiting have all been looking for evidence of liquid water. Most of the times 

what they find is evidence that water has been there in the past. These places with the silica deposits show that 

at some point in Mars’ past there was a body of water there but it has long since evaporated. The little hematite 

nodules point to evidence of water in Mars’ past but there’s been no evidence of water being there today.    

The fact that there’s water there today is what’s interesting. This is driving at the question of ‘What is it 

that makes a planet habitable?’ There’s a lot people that would say, where there’s liquid water we are certain to 

find life. This gives us one more data point where we found liquid water outside of the earth or evidence of 

liquid water and now we can actually go and investigate, ‘Does it have any signs of life there?’ This is another 

data point that would help us answer the question, ‘Is there life out there in the universe?’  

Does The Presence Of Water Equal Life? 

Dr. Jeff Zweerink and Reasons to Believe (RTB) take the position that there’s a lot more required than 

just water to have life. Liquid water is clearly a requirement. There’s no way to get around all of the life friendly 

properties that water has - its thermal and mechanical properties, its boiling and freezing points and the things 

that it can dissolve.  There’s just no other substance like water no matter how you slice it. Water is a critical 

component of life but that doesn’t answer the question, ‘Is it a sufficient component for life?’ In other words, 

‘Where you have liquid water, are you going to get life? 

A lot of scientists and a lot of the popular presses believe that where you find water, you’re going to get 

life. It actually requires a lot more than that scientifically. One interesting Biblical reason is what you find in the 

early part of Genesis:  

“In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. The earth was formless and void, and 

darkness was over the surface of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the surface of the 

waters.” 

Even in Earth’s early initial condition, it was covered in liquid water yet it’s still hostile to life and has no 

life in it. So, you can’t see the connection that where there’s water, there’s going to be life. It’s critical for life but 

it doesn’t mean you’re going to get life where you find water. 



 Episode 450/451 – Life on Mars 
 
    

 
 
 Page 3   

How Water Chemistry Affects the Sustainability of Life 

When we think of water, we’re thinking of the environment that we see on Earth. Even in the studies, 

the water on Mars is a very caustic type of water. It has a lot of things that are called perchlorate. It seems like 

they’re the salt that they were looking for which is what’s responsible for producing linea, however, 

perchlorates are very hostile to organic materials. These are the sort of things similar to bleach which is in the 

same family of material. Bleach is used to destroy organic compound and to clean things.  

Organisms can be in the presence of perchlorate and even thrive in it but these are in general very 

hostile conditions for life. The point is not just the fact that there’s water but what are the conditions of this 

water because it is both very salty and with stuff that is very hostile to life. 

Seven Conditions Must Be Right For A Planet To Sustain Life 

The number of things that must be right for a planet to have some kind of life form depends on how one 

defines things. But there are some things that need to be true. Firstly, you got to have a particular type of 

atmosphere.  Even if Mars has the right temperature, the atmosphere is so dense that water evaporates very 

quickly. There’s a very small temperature range where it’s liquid.  

You also have to have a planet that has ongoing active plate tectonic. We see evidence for tectonic 

activity in Mars’ past but we see very little evidence of it today in contrast with Earth’s very vibrant tectonic 

cycle that it goes through. We have volcanoes and earthquakes which are signs of active ongoing plate tectonic.  

Thirdly, it needs to have soil. Interestingly, we’ve been able to get on to Mars and investigate what it 

looks like. There are Martian soils but they’re very different compared to Earth soil. Missouri and Iowa have very 

good soil for growing things. In fact, you’re hard pressed to have any soil that isn’t growing something. California 

has larger deserts where you can go large stretches without seeing stuff growing but even then there’s microbial 

life in there. But the soils that are on Mars are not particularly conducive to life at all. 

In addition, it has to have large mountains and deep oceans—a place for the waters to concentrate, a 

star that doesn’t have too much flaring activity because the radiation from that environment would be very 

detrimental to life, a magnetic field which puts constraint on what kind of galaxies they can form in – it’s a whole 

sequence of things that are very critical for life that extends far beyond just having liquid water. 

What Does ‘Life’ Mean?  

Life can range anywhere from just the simplest bacterial or microbial life all the way up to large animals. 

The short answer is that we just don’t know what’s out there. We don’t have the tools to actually make that 

measurement. We can marshal some really strong scientific reasons to say that there’s probably no life out 

there. With all of the conditions that are required to get life or that are required for life on Earth, they may not 

be met anywhere else in the observable universe. If that’s the case, then, maybe there isn’t any other life out 

there. 

As Christians, we should be a little cautious here because we don’t want to put constraint on what God 

might have done. Clearly on Earth, God has done this work to prepare Earth so that it’s capable of supporting life 
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and filled with life. We don’t know if He might have done that somewhere else. The Scripture is largely silent on 

what God did out there so it is possible that God might have done that somewhere else. But even if we were to 

find that out, we would still see that life pointing back to God just like the life on Earth points back to God.  

Does It Have To Be A Carbon- Or A Silicon-Based Life Form?  

It’s a very common question which can’t be ruled out because there’s a lot of chemistry that we don’t 

completely understand. It is possible that there’s some way of constructing life but from a very simple chemistry 

principle, you can show that carbon is really the element that you want to build life on because one of the 

hallmarks of life is that you got to have a very complex chemistry in order to make life happen. The elements or 

the atom that will allow a complex chemistry is carbon. It allows four bonds which can be weaker and stronger. 

It can form multiple bonds with some elements or single bond with others. There’s a whole plethora of 

literature out there that shows how well-tuned carbon is for hosting life.  

The reason why silicon is considered is that if you look at the periodic table, silicon is right below carbon 

so it has chemical properties that are similar. However, comparing carbon to silicon, what carbon can do so 

outpaces what silicon can. Also, it’s questionable whether silicon has the complexity needed for life. 

Maybe someday we’ll find an obscure part of chemistry that we haven’t explored confirming that we 

can do life on something other than carbon. But all the data to this point has carbon being the required atom on 

which you’re going to build a chemistry that can host life. 

Finding Extra-Terrestrial Life On Mars Or Another Planet 

There’s a very good possibility that we’ll find remains of life. There are times in our solar system when 

things will hit or collide with one of the planets which will excavate material from the planet and throw it out 

into space. Eventually those chunks that are thrown out into space land somewhere else which we call 

meteorite. We see evidence of Martian meteorites getting blown off on Mars circulating space and eventually 

landing on Earth. We can track a lot of those meteorites. This process of bringing stuff to Earth also works the 

other way around. Things will hit Earth, blow material off, and send them off to Mars. Some of those meteorites 

are highly likely to have transported life from Earth out to Mars. Therefore, we may be able to find someday the 

remnants of life that’s originally on Earth and was transported out to Mars. 

How Do We Know Which One Came From Where?   

This depends on what sort of condition and how well preserved it was. If it has the same genetic code as 

life on Earth that would be an argument that they are the same kind of life that’s just been transported one way 

or the other. In fact, a number of people have argued because Earth was so hostile to life early on maybe life 

started on Mars and was transported to Earth. If we found life on Mars and life on Earth and they have the same 

genetic code, we couldn’t distinguish which of those it was, but if we could figure out whether life pre-date on 

Mars or pre-date Earth or something like that, that would be some way of making that determination.  

There are other ways we could conceive of different genetic codes. Maybe it’s an entirely foreign 

genetic signature on one of the organisms that we found on Mars or the remains of the organism. That would be 
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a way of distinguishing but until we actually find life out there, it’s very difficult to know what we might be able 

to measure and see whether this life was from Earth or not. 

Could There Have Been Life On Mars But No Longer Exists? 

Scientists think this may be true because if you look back at Mars’ history, there’s evidence of Mars 

having a lot of liquid water. If you look back early in Earth’s history, you also see evidence of water. However, 

there’s some scientific data that points to, or some scientists are arguing that the conditions on the early Earth 

was very hostile to life. If water means life and Mars had water early in its history, maybe Mars had life early on 

and that life was transported to Earth.  

However, there’s a lot of scientific speculation on this. They are throwing out ideas then ask how we can 

test them. We really don’t have the data to test that at this point. If we can find environment on Mars that 

approximate Earth with a close approximation, go out and study those environment and ask the question 

whether there are any signs of life ever having been here, then that will help us answer the question of how 

scientifically plausible is it for life to rise somewhere else. RTB takes the position that it is very implausible apart 

from divine intervention that life arose somewhere else. If we go to Mars and find that there are these places 

where there’s liquid water that seems like there could be life but yet we find no evidence of life that would be 

evidence in support of RTB’s hypothesis. 

Pat Zukeran: Hugh Ross states in his article ‘Life on Mars’ that if NASA searches long and hard enough, it 

should find evidence for at least some small amount of life remnants on Mars. It seems like, at least with Hugh 

Ross and some other scientists, they believe eventually we’re going to find some form of life on Mars. 

This is right, but they have different motivations for saying that. Hugh is saying that because life is so 

prolific here on Earth that these meteorites to get blasted off of the Earth and land on Mars, they are going to 

carry life out to Mars. That’s the remains of the life that we’re going to find. On the other hand, most scientists 

are saying the remains of life that we’re going to find are from this period early in Mars’ history where it had a 

bunch of liquid water and then all of those organisms that just died now.  They are very different scenarios but 

nonetheless both point to the significance of actually going out to Mars and seeing if we can ascertain whether 

there was ever any life on Mars or not. 

Why Is It There Such A Strong Drive To Find Extra-Terrestrial Life On Other Planets?  

It is part of inherent human nature. This discussion of ‘Is there extra-terrestrial life out there?’ can be 

traced back from writings before Christ. Theologians and various people have been talking about this. It 

wouldn’t be surprising if Adam and Eve were discussing this in the Garden of Eden. It’s a question that fascinates 

humanity. It’s part of us. 

There is another aspect that we want to understand which is where life on Earth comes from. It’s a very 

scientifically reasonable rational argument that the evidence points to a mind something beyond just space, 

time, matter, and energy of this universe that created, developed, and fashioned life on Earth. 
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However, there are a lot of secular scientists in the community who don’t want to have any sort of 

divine or beyond natural or supernatural intervention so they are looking for a strictly naturalistic explanation. 

Part of the difficulty in answering that question is that life seems incredibly improbable, or incredibly rare but 

we only have one sample. We have life here on Earth whereas if we’re able to find life somewhere out in the 

cosmos whether it be on Mars or on some distant planetary system, that gives us two data points. From these, 

we can begin to discriminate whether the evidence points to a supernatural origin or is it more consistent with 

the naturalistic origin. 

Christians need to carefully think about this because often the way the discussion happens is that the 

only place we’re ever going to find life is on Earth. If God chose to create life somewhere else that’s His 

prerogative but we don’t want to rule out that possibility so that if it happened, we would by default say the 

naturalists have won. Even if we find life out there, that life is going to point to a divine creator just like life does 

on Earth.  

Pat Zukeran:  The search for extra-terrestrial life has been on-going. There were numerous programs like 

SETI and others searching for extra-terrestrial life. Literature indicates that the funding has really gone down and 

the search for extra-terrestrial life is not as vibrant as it once was.  

There was a period in the 80s and 90s where it was really big and popular with a lot of telescope time 

devoted to it. The general support across scientific community and funding agencies has diminished quite 

dramatically. There are some philanthropists who have given quite generously to build instruments that are 

dedicated towards looking for extra-terrestrial intelligence. Their controversial statement is that there’s no 

evidence that they have found in their 30-40 years of searching for any sort of extra-terrestrial intelligence. Dr. 

Jeff Zweerink actually has the distinction of having a paper where he is one of the co-authors where they are 

using the telescope looking for gamma rays to look for optical signals of extra-terrestrial intelligence. They put 

some sort of limit whether there could be any civilization in this particular realm.  

There is no evidence for extra-terrestrial life out there. However, there’s still a core group of people who 

are committed to doing that and have developed a very substantial set of resources to do that.  Furthermore, 

they are able to expand their search beyond our local region of the galaxy so that they can survey a very 

substantial portion of the galaxy or more significant fraction of it. As we do that, we are going to be able to put 

far more stringent constraints on whether there’s life out there or not. Either we are going find it about which 

Dr. Jeff Zweerink is very skeptical of or we’re going to be able to put much stronger constraints on it. 
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Dr. Jeff Zweerink Skeptical About Finding Life Out There 

When you’re talking about intelligent life out there, this is where we’re not just looking for planets then 

trying to find signatures of bacterial life. That’s a different question. We are dealing specifically with the 

question, ‘Is there intelligent life out there that could build civilization and beam radio signal across the galaxy 

like we do?’  

We are entering into a whole view of theological and scientific issues. One, scientifically there’s a lot of 

things from a naturalistic perspective that have to be put in place in order to get life like humanity. God has 

provided for all that here so scientifically we find great hurdles for advanced life coming about by itself. 

Theologically, when you start having a conscious civilization and start dealing with it, the question is - are they 

fallen or not? Could there be conscious civilizations that haven’t fallen? That’s a difficult question to answer. If 

they are fallen, are they redeemed and how are they redeemed? The Bible says Christ died once and for all.  

Incarnation is an integral part of the atonement so if Christ died once for all, does he have to go out and die for 

other planets as well? These are difficult theological questions. So, from a scientific perspective and even from a 

theological perspective, there’s no life or intelligent life out there.      

It is possible though that God might have done that. If we find that possibility, that’s going to give us a 

much greater understanding of how He has revealed Himself through the Scripture to us. That’s very fascinating 

and exciting. 

How Scientists Look For Extra-Terrestrial Life In The Universe  

If you’re dealing with intelligent life, you have to look for some sort of signal beamed from another star 

or emitted from another star that isn’t explained by just natural ordinary mechanical processes. We have 

planets that go around the star having periodic signals. We have stars that are going to have sun spots. There 

are variations that will come about because of how stars and planets work. So, you have to look for something 

that has signal behind it that points to intelligence.  

If you are to go out hundred light years away and point your radio dishes towards Earth, you would see 

these streams of radio signals that have coded messages in them and they would point to intelligence. Radio 

signals could be used because those propagate across space very well. You might also look for optical signals, a 

particular study Dr. Jeff Zweerink was involved with. You have to look for signals from a civilization that is 

capable of producing a signature beyond its own planet.  It’s interesting but to this point there’s been no sign of 

any sort of life or intelligent life. 

Plans To Colonize Mars 

There are people who talk a lot about colonizing Mars. In fact, there was a movie with Matt Damon 

being one of the main characters who ends up getting stuck on Mars as they were exploring how to colonize it. 

It’s a very popular idea but in reality it is difficult. It would be incredibly difficult for us to go out and colonize 

Mars given what we know.   
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We actually have a very difficult time building a self-sustained colony on Earth that doesn’t take 

advantage of all the environment that we have around. Trying to isolate a community inside some sort of 

container and build a self-sustaining colony, we have great struggles doing that here on Earth—and  Earth is 

pretty friendly to life—so the challenge of doing that out on Mars is even more difficult. Going back to our 

original discovery, a part of what’s fascinating about finding liquid water is that if we ever were to try and 

colonize Mars, it says that there are resources we could use and mine that might make that easier.  

There’s a lot of talk going on to colonize Mars but as it stands right now, we are decades away from 

being able to do something like that because we don’t have the technology that allows us to do it with any sort 

of semblance of success. Failure on a mission like that means a lot of people die. We want to be very confident 

that we are going to succeed before we embark on that sort of endeavor.  

Why We Want To Colonize Mars 

Because we can! Why do we want to go to the moon, climb Mt. Everest, get to the South Pole and cross 

Antarctica? Some of it is just because we can. It’s part of how God has made us. There’s a certain part of 

humanity that is driven to go out and conquer the next thing out there. There are other reasons that people 

might give like we might be destroying the Earth which is a little bit difficult to stomach, at least, at this point. 

From a Christian perspective, it’s a good thing to explore this because it continues to illuminate how remarkably 

Earth supports life and how hostile to life the environment is of everywhere else we’ve been able to explore.  

The Theological Impact Of Finding Extra-Terrestrial Life  

It would entirely depend on what sort of life we found. If we were to go out and found microbial life out 

there that could mean one of the two things. One, where we thought life was very difficult to get started, it 

turns out it just might be easier and we haven’t understood it. If that’s the case then we may lose an apologetic 

argument for God’s existence. There isn’t any problem with them being bacterial life out there anymore than a 

problem with their being planets out there and other stars. That’s just the way the universe operates, so be it. 

Once we get up to animals that have the capacity to relate and animals with intelligence and advanced 

self-aware conscious organism, that could raise some substantial theological problem. This is where Christians 

should be encouraged to get involved in discussions. This is the type of things people would like to have 

discussions about so they’re just right for evangelistic outreach. By having a well-thought out theology of 

creation, incarnation, and the atonement, we’re able to enter into discussions and bring the gospel into them. 

If we are going to find intelligent life out there, it’s uncertain whether that would be difficult to reconcile 

with Scripture but it would definitely force us to make sure that we understood our theology better than we do.   

What The Bible Says About Life On Other Planets 

The Scripture appears to be largely silent about life on other planets. There is a bit of indication that 

humans are not the only sentient beings that God has created. He also created the angelic realm. Granted that 

they have no physical bodies but nonetheless He has created other life forms that have the capacity to worship. 

The idea that God might have created other life out there isn’t really that surprising.  
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From a scientific perspective, it is interesting that wherever we look for life on Earth everywhere where 

life is possible even in a lot of places where we didn’t think it’s possible, we find life. That may be an argument 

that God is inclined to fill His creation with life wherever He can. If that’s the case, it wouldn’t be surprising if we 

find more life out there. But again, throughout the Scripture, the message is very clear how God has interacted 

and revealed Himself to us but it doesn’t say what God has done elsewhere in the universe except that as we go 

look out the heavens they declare God’s glory. 

Extra-Terrestrial Life On Another Planet And The Christian Faith 

If we did find extra-terrestrial life on another planet, it really should not shatter the faith of Christians. 

The only find that would be very difficult to reconcile is if we found humans on other planets. Maybe it’s 

possible but it’s unclear how to square that with Scripture where Christ took on human nature and came and 

live amongst us—the Incarnation—then He died on the cross once for all and there are other humans out there, 

it’s unclear how that would reconcile.  

But if God has created other life forms out there - maybe bacterial life, or even dolphin or dog-type 

things, things that are intelligent and have the capacity to relate, maybe He’s even created other spiritual kinds 

of beings that are different than us - it would be a very fascinating discovery to us and would challenge and force 

Christians to really understand how God revealed Himself to us and make sure that our theology is good. It’s a 

great thing for Christians because the more we’re clear on that the better we are able to share the gospel. 

A Parallel Universe With Intelligent Life Form 

Life in another universe is highly talked about in scientific literature but there is this very important 

assumption that there’s life out there that is purely physical. If so and there’s this multiverse, eventually you got 

to rearrange the atom and such and you get an identical configuration of what we have in our universe. So, 

there would be life out there—if life is purely physical.  

Throughout Scripture, if we’re talking about humanity and the animals that we interact with and have 

relationship with, we can read that those are not just physical beings especially humanity. It’s not just physical 

but a union of physical and spiritual. No amount of rearranging the atom is ever going to make another Jeff 

Zweerink or another Pat Zukeran out there anywhere. Their assumption is life is purely physical.   

However, in the scientific literature, nothing is heard of any discussion about communication between 

these multiverses if they even exist. Generally, all the discussions, evidences, and the scientific constraints show 

that there’s never a chance or any possibility for any communication between them. These things may exist. It’s 

a very real possibility. But if there’s other life out there in those other multiverses, we’ll never be able to directly 

interact with them.     

 

Are There Other Universes Out There? 

It’s a reasonable idea; it might even be the right idea. We might find out in some point in time that there 

are other universes out there but the idea being able to communicate between them is a non-starter. But 
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looking at how the Scripture describes the universe, it talks about having a beginning, design, and God’s purpose 

and a plan for our universe. It doesn’t really say a whole lot about whether God might have created other 

universes so even if the multiverse exists, with the research behind that, it still provides the compelling case that 

the God of the Bible is existent and that He has revealed Himself through the Scripture. Even the multiverse 

existence supports the idea that God exists. 

The Most Exciting Part Of This Discovery And Our Take Away As Christians  

The most exciting part of this discovery is that we have this neat resource in Mars which enables us to 

ask and find data about the question ‘Is there life out there?’  Mars is so close that we can go out and do far 

more details of studies of it than we can of all these planets we found orbiting other stars. That’s going to give 

us great insight into what it takes to have a truly habitable planet. But even before we are able to go out and 

explore Mars in great detail, the evidence points to the fact that there’s a lot of things that have to happen in 

just the right way. The best explanation is that there’s a mind behind it. 

The fact that we are able to find an environment on Mars that have liquid water or closer to the 

environment on Earth, if we can now go out and explore those and ask the question ‘Is there life actually 

there?’, that would increasingly help us better answer the question ‘Is there life out in the universe?’ That’s a 

question people are talking about. As Christians, we can have a strong voice in those conversations and be able 

to bring the gospel into those discussions. That’s a wonderful and powerful thing. 

How To Bring The Gospel Into The Conversation 

People may be talking, “Hey, did you see that they found water on Mars?” One, by being able to find out 

a little bit about what was discovered, that would help us to have the scientific credibility to bring information 

into the conversation that maybe other people aren’t going to have. Now, as we get to talk about it, it brings us 

one step closer to life. We can go and say, “It’s kind of interesting that you say that because what it seems to 

indicate is that even though there’s water there, the environment at least to this water is pretty hostile to life.” 

“Is this really a sign that there’s life out there?” “Is this a sign the Earth has been designed to support life.” “Why 

is it that Mars, even though it’s like Earth, it’s so hostile to life where Earth has life so abundantly?”  

Those are questions that naturally give the idea that there’s a designer behind it, that God has created 

and fashioned the Earth to be habitable. There are lots of different ways that could play out because these 

things point to Earth being well-designed to support life which points to a Designer. 

Pat Zukeran:  Christians who are diligent in their study and equipped can engage in these arenas and 

present a good case for God and intelligent design and creation.   

It’s exciting because sometimes we have the tendency to think that we still have to have all the answers 

before we can engage in a conversation. Surprisingly, if we can be part of a conversation, know what we know 

and what we don’t know and be able to ask good questions so that people are thinking and having a good 

conversation, you’d find that that’s where a lot of persuasion actually happens. If we have to have all the 

answers, we tend to be argumentative. We may have a good argument but often not very persuasive. Whereas 

if we’re asking questions and exploring, ‘Why do you think this is good evidence for life being everywhere?’, ‘Do 
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you think it just may be possible that God created life here on Earth?’, now, people are thinking about those 

questions. That’s where a lot of persuasion comes. When someone comes at us and attacks our position, our 

default response may be to argue back. When somebody gets us to think why we have a position, if we’re going 

to change our mind, most of the work is already done at that point. 

Pat Zukeran:  That’s a great point in how to engage the lost for Christ.   
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